
 

“Online one-to-one Oxford-style tutorials in Shakespeare and 

English poetry, following a historic teaching tradition which has 

inspired generations of Oxford students” 

What do I offer? 

Online individual bespoke one-to-one Oxford-style tutorials in Shakespeare and 

English poetry, following a teaching tradition which I have personally found 

rewarding and enriching. 

How will I benefit? 

You will have your own intellectual personal trainer and guide to Shakespeare and 

English Literature.  You will stretch and exercise your mental muscles! 

What do you need to offer? 

An inquisitive mind, a sense of cultural curiosity and an enjoyment of poetic 

language.  

You do NOT need an extensive knowledge of English Literature.                                 

All you need is an open and receptive mind… 

What do you want to study? 

It’s entirely your choice, which I’m happy to discuss with you.  

It can range from a wide study of Shakespeare’s life, times and works to an intensive 

reading of one of his plays, from reading a great epic like Milton’s Paradise Lost to 

studying the love lyrics of the Metaphysical Poets, from Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales 

to the great era of Romantic poetry. 

Take a look at the ‘menus’; no fixed items, it’s all a la carte, with a range of options 

and choices.  See what takes your fancy; then we can discuss your options.  This 

individual bespoke system is totally flexible; you study what you want to study. 

How will we interact? 

These online tutorials are dialogues, not teacher’s monologues.  What you have to 

say is equally important, and a vital part of the dialogue.  You will be an active part of 

the process; you can think of it as having a personal trainer for the brain so you can 

stretch your mental muscles and strengthen your cultural understanding, in a 

process which you will also find a lot of fun. 

Shakespeare was a popular entertainer writing scripts to a deadline for his acting 

company – he was not writing for academics. 

If possible, come to the tutorial having read your chosen text in advance, and ready 

to discuss your reactions and feelings about the texts we are looking at, together 

with any questions you’d like to explore. Your ideas and opinions matter! 



 

 

Interested? 

I am happy to offer two ‘taster’ sessions absolutely free, so that we can get to know 

each other, and the next six tutorials at a 25% discount.` 

How often? 

It depends on you: 

daily – weekly – two or three times a week, whatever suits you. 

Each tutorial will last a generous hour. 

What resources will I need?   

I can recommend books for you to buy online from Amazon, and I can email many 

poems to you as attached Word documents for you to printout and save. 

I can supply cultural, historical, biographical and literary context to enrich your 

experience of Shakespeare and English poetry. 

Do you enjoy ` 

➢  Jane Austen? 

➢  Charles Dickens? 

You can explore them in greater depth to enhance your appreciation and 

understanding. 


